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The Family and Conflict Perspective
[bookmark: _GoBack]As most sociologists have stated, the family will survive as a social institution. However, I do not agree with this perspective. For many sociologists, the family starts as a need for undertaking particular essential responsibilities such as socialization, reproduction, assignment of roles and status as well as contributing towards the survival of the family in the community as a whole. Other sociologists see the family as a class society where one class comprising the man oppresses the other class which is the woman.  Based on the conflict perspective, human behavior is shaped by the groups in which people are part of and through social interaction in those groups (Ritzer & Stepnisky, 2017). In such a society, the family may be able to survive, but as people grow and change organizations, their behavior changes make it difficult for the family to survive. According to Ritzer and Stepnisky (2017), people are who they are and behave in certain ways because they happen to part of a particular society at a specific point in their life. Conflict perspective sees the community as a temporary social product, and as such, it is difficult for a family to survive in the changing societies. 
This sociological perspective also indicates that each society is clouded by inequality emanating from social differences among the dominant people and all other groups within a community. In most societies, wealth, power and status dominate hence individuals with these elements rule the other groups. The family works towards the continuance of social inequality by trying to maintain the status quo (Mouzelis, 2016). Wealth is transmitted through the family structure, and wealthy people keep their privileges. Furthermore, gender inequality makes it difficult for the family to survive because men keep on dominating when it comes to power. Social inequities from the family reinforce economic inequality and patriarchy. Family issues are stemming from economic inequality and the ideology of patriarchy breaks families. Misunderstandings from these inequalities become a source of conflict within the family, ranging from physical violence and emotional cruelty.
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